DAUGHTERS   OF   QUEEN   VICTORIA

up the quarrel on his behalf, showing him marked
attention. He behaved as if he had come to the
throne already in direct succession to his grandfather,
and his arrogance exasperated his mother beyond
endurance. She realised now that the end was very
near, and all she could do for her husband was to
keep him shielded, as far as possible, from worries,
but she was surrounded by hostile eyes and scandalous
tongues, which twisted into fresh malevolence towards
her every incident of those despairing days. The
Emperor insisted on attending the marriage of his
second son Prince Henry with Princess Irene of
Hesse, another of the Queen's grandchildren, and
the word was whispered that the Empress had given
him some powerful stimulant that carried him through
the ceremony but was followed by complete collapse
afterwards. Or, if he was not seen of a morning
sitting in the garden at Charlottenburg, he was said
to be dead, and that she concealed it in order to be
Empress for yet another day. He was moved by
water to the New Palace at Berlin where he had
been born, and entering it for the last time, said
that he wished it to be known for the future as
Friedrichskron. He died there on June 15, 1888,
within a year of the Queen's Jubilee at which he had
been the most gallant figure in the escort of Princes
who rode to the Abbey.

The Empress Frederick at her husband's death was
only forty-seven years old, and just when her vigour
of mind, her self-confidence and her combativeness
were at their height the call for their employment
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